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greatly weakened most of the bureaucratic governments and
their reconstruction would have to be based on a different
footing. Then there was the general question of the influence
of European power in Asia which had to be borne in mind :
" Great Britain was, in 1919 and 1920, intensely un-
popular throughout the East," says the late Sir Henry
Dobbs. " India was in turmoil; Afghanistan attacked us ;
Persia repudiated her treaty with us and bitterly suspected
our motives ; the Persian Divines in the Holy Cities of
Iraq shared the feelings of their Mother Country, and
stirred up the Shiah tribes ; the Turks of Anatolia had re-
vived and were pushing against both the British and the
French ; Egypt was convulsed by hatred of the British
protectorate/'*
The policy adopted by the Imperial Government in India
was, therefore, based on two principles, namely, (i) determined
efforts to suppress the revolutionary movement, and (2) the
grant of a measure of constitutional Reforms with a view to
leading India to the status of a self-governing member of
the British Commonwealth.
But the outcome of drastic measures taken to control
the forces of Indian Nationalism was the growing conviction
that India had gone back to the autocratic regime of Lord
Curzon, and that she could not expect much from her loyal
response to England's crisis. The situation is well summed
up in the following observation of a well-known British
journalist:
" After the first delighted recognition of India's wonderful
response to the call of the Allies, blindness and repression
on the part of the Executive had chilled the educated classes
and stimulated all forms of extremism/' 2
By the end of 1915 the moderating influence of the
Indian National Congress yielded to the creed of the *' left
1" Britain's Work in Iraq " ; article by Sir Henry Dobbs, G.B.B*, in
The "United Empire, March 2:933,
2 " Sir William Wedderburn and the Indian Reform Movement/' by
S. K. Katcliffe, 1923,

